THE   KNIGHTS   TEMPLARS
with two horses, a squire with one horse, and a secretary. He
was attended by two knights, who must be of considerable
rank in the Order, and he was always accompanied by a
troop o£ Turcoples. In war, this personal bodyguard was
increased and its duty was to guard the great round tent in
which the Grand Master lived while on active service and
over which he flew a special flag. His tent was next to the
portable chapel which the Templars always carried in their
military operations, and around which the tents of the knights
—and each knight had at least one tent—were pitched.
On the death of the Grand Master, the Marshal assumed
control, and his first step was to summon the clergy of the
Order. All present at the funeral of a Grand Master—
which was always conducted with much pomp and display—
must say two hundred pater nosters for seven days and for
the same length of time a hundred poor men must be fed
at the expense of the Temple. After the funeral, prayers
and fasts were ordered throughout the Order as a prepara-
tion for the election of the new Grand Master. The
principal officers of the Temple were convoked and an inter-
mediate Grand Commander of the Election chosen. The
proceedings opened with prayer, and then the Grand
Commander, with the assistance of other leading officers,
selected a few candidates—apparently not more than three—
from among whom the council chose the Commander of the
Election. This Commander could be of any rank, but must
be a man who knew the qualifications of the principal leaders,
for the new Grand Master could only be selected from among
the dignitaries of the Order.
A second brother was chosen to confer with the Com-
mander of the Election and the two spent the night in prayer.
Next morning they appeared before the chapter and
announced the names of two brothers whom they proposed
to invite to join them in their deliberations. The four then
chose two more 5 the six increased their number to eight j

